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Proclamations Proc. 9111

NOW, THEREFORE, I, BARACK OBAMA, President of the United States of
America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Constitution and
the laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim May 2014 as National
Building Safety Month. I encourage citizens, government agencies, busi-
nesses, nonprofits, and other interested groups to join in activities that
raise awareness about building safety. I also call on all Americans to learn
more about how they can contribute to building safety at home and in their
communities.

IN WITNESS WHEREQF, I have hereunto set my hand this thirtieth day of
April, in the year of our Lord two thousand fourteen, and of the Independ-
ence of the United States of America the two hundred and thirty-eighth.

BARACK OBAMA

Proclamation 9111 of April 30, 2014
National Foster Care Month, 2014

By the President of the United States of America
A Proclamation

Every child deserves to grow, learn, and dream in a supportive and loving
environment. During National Foster Care Month, we recognize the almost
400,000 young people in foster care and the foster parents and dedicated
professionals who are making a difference in their lives. We also rededicate
ourselves to giving every child a sense of stability and a safe place to call
home.

While the number of young people in foster care has fallen, those still there
face many challenges, including finding mentors to guide their transition
into adulthood and getting the support to make that transition a success.
One third of foster children are teenagers, in danger of aging out of a sys-
tem that failed to find them a permanent family.

Across our Nation, ordinary Americans are answering the call to open their
hearts and homes to foster children. From social workers and teachers to
family members and friends, countless individuals are doing their part to
help these striving young people realize their full potential. My Adminis-
tration remains committed to doing our part. This year, the Affordable Care
Act will extend Medicaid coverage up to age 26 for children who have aged
out of foster care, allowing them to more easily access quality, affordable
health coverage. We are working to break down barriers so every qualified
caregiver can become an adoptive or foster parent. Additionally, in the past
year, we awarded grants to States, tribes, and local organizations to give
communities new strategies to help foster children, including methods for
finding permanent families, preventing long-term homelessness of young

people aging out of foster care, and supporting their behavioral and mental
health needs.

This month, and all year long, let us all recognize that each of us has a
part to play in ensuring America’s foster children achieve their full poten-
tial. Together, we can reach the day where every child has a safe, loving,
and permanent home.
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Proc. 9112 Title 3—The President

NOW, THEREFORE, I, BARACK OBAMA, President of the United States of
America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Constitution and
the laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim May 2014 as National
Foster Care Month. I call upon all Americans to observe this month by tak-
ing time to help youth in foster care and recognizing the commitment of
all who touch their lives.

IN WITNESS WHEREOQOF, I have hereunto set my hand this thirtieth day of
April, in the year of our Lord two thousand fourteen, and of the Independ-
ence of the United States of America the two hundred and thirty-eighth.

BARACK OBAMA

Proclamation 9112 of April 30, 2014
National Mental Health Awareness Month, 2014

By the President of the United States of America
A Proclamation

Despite great strides in our understanding of mental illness and vast im-
provements in the dialogue surrounding it, too many still suffer in silence.
Tens of millions of Americans face mental health conditions like depres-
sion, anxiety, bipolar disorder, schizophrenia, or post-traumatic stress dis-
order. During National Mental Health Awareness Month, we reaffirm our
commitment to building our understanding of mental illness, increasing ac-
cess to treatment, and ensuring those who are struggling to know they are
not alone.

Over the course of a year, one in five adults will experience a mental ill-
ness, yet less than half will receive treatment. Because this is unacceptable,
my Administration is fighting to make mental health care more accessible
than ever. Through the Affordable Care Act (ACA), we are extending men-
tal health and substance use disorder benefits and parity protections to
over 60 million Americans. Because of the ACA, insurers can no longer
deny coverage or charge patients more due to pre-existing health condi-
tions, including mental illness. The ACA also requires health plans to
cover recommended preventive services like depression screening and be-
havioral assessments at no out-of-pocket cost. And under this law, we are
expanding services for mental health and substance use disorder at commu-
nity health centers across the country.

My Administration is also investing in programs that promote mental
health among young people. We secured new funding to train teachers to
identify and respond to mental illness and to train thousands of additional
mental health professionals to serve students. And because it is our sacred
obligation to give our veterans the support they have earned, we have in-
creased the number of Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) mental health
providers, enhanced VA partnerships with community providers, and im-
proved Government coordination on research efforts.

We too often think about mental health differently from other forms of
health. Yet like any disease, mental illnesses can be treated—and without
help, they can grow worse. That is why we must build an open dialogue
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